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Evanceuicats Must Unire Now 


By Dr. J. Elwin Wright 
Chairman NAE Commission on International Relations 


Evangelical (that is, Bible-believing) churches, missions 
and other Christian institutions throughout the world have 
never been in so grave danger of regimentation and persecu- 
tion since the days of the apostles as now. Indeed, there has 
never been a single generation in church history in which so 
many have given their lives for their faith or are in immedi- 
ate peril of martyrdom as the one in which we are now living. 


In the light of this fact, it is a 
sin against God and His Church 
for any individual or group of in- 
dividuals to believe or practice 
spiritual isolationism. For if there 
is any hope of reducing or delay- 
ing the peril of regimentation, loss 
of freedom to proclaim the gos- 
pel, and extinction in local or na- 
tional situations, it is ‘by being 
drawn together in fellowship and 
united action to meet the inevit- 
able onslaught of subversive forc- 
es. 


Two principal forces are com- 
peting for world dominion. They 
are in bitter combat against each 
other and both are equally mortal 
enemies of the Church. Whichever 
is victorious in the present phase 
of the world conflict will then be 
free to greatly intensify its at- 
tack against the gospel. We speak 
of Communism and the Roman 
hierarchy. 

A third great force is emerg- 
ing which cannot be fully evaluat- 
ed at the moment because of the 
mixture of ideologies, doctrines 
and polities of which it is made 
up. This powerful religious com- 
bine is the World Council of 
Churches, established in Amster- 
dam in 1948. Most of the larger 
denominations of the world are 
included in its membership. It is in 
very close association with the In- 
ternational Missionary Council. It 
includes leaders and denomina- 
tions which are undoubtedly evan- 
gelical. But it includes as_ well 


World Council in 


I commend the _ prayerful 
reading of this significant mes- 
sage to every reader of THE 
SworpD. I am personally con- 
vinced of the urgency of this 
world-wide task. For that rea- 
son I have accepted member- 
ship on the Commission on In- 
ternational Relations of the 
National Association of Evan- 
gelicals, I recommend that a 
percentage of your missionary 
giving be channeled to this 
cause, which is for the benefit 
of all missions. 

Gifts sent to THE Sworp of- 
fice will be acknowledged and 
forwarded to the Commission. 
Please ask the Lord what your 
part should be. Make checks 
payable to NAHE Commission on 
International Relations. Gifts 
are deductible from your in- 
come tax, 

JOHN R. RIcE, Editor 


leaders and denominations which 
have demonstrated in word and 
deed their rejection of the most 
basic doctrines of the Christian 
faith. 

Some of the leaders of the 
positions of 
greatest prominence do not even 
believe the World Council’s state- 
ment that Jesus is God. but never- 
theless are in good standing be- 

(Continued on page 3) 


The Passing of Religious Opportunity 


By the late George W. Truett, D.D. 
Former Pastor First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas 


“And when he was come near, he beheld the city; and 
wept over it, saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but 
now they are hid from thine eyes.”’—Luke 19:41, 42. 


As I come to the message of this evening, and look over 
this vast throng, I find my heart touched with the most com- 
passionate interest for the people. There is nothing in the 
world that so appeals to me as a human face. And what a 
vast press of faces look up into my face in this gathering 
of thousands of people. Oh, how I covet you every one for 


Christ Jesus! 


What tragedy is comparable to 
the tragedy of a wasted life! 
Jesus not only would save the 
soul, bringing you home to Heaven 


life here and now, in the flesh, in 
the earth, and have you position- 
ized properly now. I lift up my 
voice to beg you, for your own 
sake, oh, scul, not yet ovenly posi- 
tionized for Christ, and then for 
the sake of lives you shali daily 
touch, to give heed and ‘ace faith- 
fully this biggest question of all— 
your own right relation to Christ 
Jesus. I would speak this eve- 
ning on this exceedingly solemn 
theme: “The Passing of Religious 
Opportunity.” It is suggested by 
this solemn text, from the nine- 
teenth chapter of Luke: “And 
when he was come near, he beheld 
the city’—the city of Jerusalem—- 
“and wept over it, saying, If thou 
hadst known’-—-or if tou hadst 
recognized—“the things which be- 
long unto thy peace! but now they 
are hid from thine eyes.” 


How Opportunity Passes 


The text suggests the solemn 
word that I am to leave with you 
—the passing of religious oppor- 
tunity, Tears are always touch- 
ing—-genuine and sincere tears. 
You are of a strange make-up if 


‘MAN, God’s Deputy in the Home 


By John R. Rice, Editor 
(Sixth in a Series of Radio Messages 0 on the Home. ' 


Our message today is from Joshua 24:15. Joshua, in hin 
old age, called together the heads of tribes and heads of fami- 
lies and gave them his parting instructions in verses 14 and 


15: 


“Now therefore fear the Lord, 
and serve him in sincerity and in 
truth: and put away the gods 
which your fathers served on the 
other side of the flood, and in 
Egypt; and serve ye the Lord. 
And if it seem evil unto you to 
serve the Lord, choose you this 
day whom ye will serve; whether 
the gods which your fathers serv- 
ed that were on the other side of 
the flood, [the flood of Jordan] or 
the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land ye dwell: but as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

Here is a clear statement by the 
old man who says, ‘I’ll take re- 
sponsibility for my wife, for my 
children, my grown sons, their 
families, my grandchildren, and all 
the servants. As for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.’ 
He said, ‘You decide for your fam- 
ily and I’ll decide for mine. But 
as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.’ 

God intended a man should take 
the lead in the home. God in- 
tended that a man should be re- 
sponsible for his family. Consider, 
first of all, that man is responsible 
for taking the whole lead in mat- 
ters of religion in his home. 

I was in Duke, Oklahoma, in a 
revival campaign years ago. We 
had put up a temporary tabernacle 
in midwinter, had put big tent 


curtains around it, and had four 


big stoves. The crowds came from 


far and near, and we had a bahia 


derful revival. 

One night a man came in and 
sat down in the back. He liked 
that night’s preaching. I bore 
down on Christians; I preached 
plainly against sin and called on 


Christians to clean up their lives. @ 


He liked that. 

The next night he came haif- 
way down, to the middle, and sat 
again on the aisle, his little wife 
beside him. That night he liked 
the preaching. And the third night 
he came and sat right down at 
the front, on the second seat. This 
was on Friday night. As I preach- 
ed, I remember I got enthusiastic. 
I didn’t have a radio microphone 
there to hinder me, as I some- 
times have now. So I got down 
on the front seat and preached on 
the Christian home. I said, “Any 
man who leaves it’to his wife to 
have family worship, leaves it to 
his wife to teach the children 
the Bible, and leaves it to his wife 
to have thanks at the table and to 
discipline the children and to take 
them to Sunday school—any man 
who leaves it to his wife to carry 
the burden and responsibility of 
religion in the home, is a slacker 
and a shirker and a quitter and 


Evangelist John R. Rice 


isn’t fit to have a good home.” 

I was standing on the front 
seat. Right down in front of me, 
on the second seat, this man 
looked straight up in my face 
and seemed deeply interested. I 
thought he was a Baptist deacon or 
a Methodist steward or a Presby- 
terian elder, his hair was slicked 
back so nice and he was so dressed 
up. So I said to him, “Isn’t that 
so, brother? Any man who lets 
his wife carry the burden and have 
the family worship and return 
thanks at the table; any man who 
leaves it to his wife to take the 
children to Sunday school and 
doesn’t do that himself, is a 


(Continued on page 2) 


you should see the genuine tears 
of a little child, and not he moved 
by that sight. And* how moving 
is the sight of the tears of a strong 
man, no matter what the emotion 
that grips the heart! Here in our 
text we have a picture of the 
Saviour, our divine Lord, sobbing 
out His great heart, as He looks 
over the city, His own country’s 
fair city, the city of -‘erusalem. 
There must have been a compell- 
ing reason why Jesus thus wept, 
as He looked over the city. There 
was such a reason, and the text, 
with its context, faithfully indi- 
cates what that reason was. The 
reason Was that many of the peo- 
ple in that city of Jerusalem had 
allowed their religious opportuni- 
ty to go by unimproved, They had | 
neglected it. The things of light | 
and leading and love from God) 
had all been overlooked. Jesus had 


THE EDITOR'S 
NOTES 


By John R. Rice 
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THESE LINES ARE 
Cedar Lake, Indiana. 
July 18. The Sword of the Lord 


WRITTEN AT 


Conference on Revival and Soul | 


Winning is just getting under way 
in fine shape. With us are Dr. 
D. A. McCall, 


burger of Austin, Texas; and my 
brother, Evangelist Bill Rice of | 
Wheaton, Illinois. Dr. McCall is 
pastor of the Tabernacle Baptist 
Church, Chicago, was tor eleven 
years executive secretarv of the 
Baptist State Convention of Mis- 
Sissippi where God used him to 
do a marvelous- work. We are 
grateful for his fine help in di- 
recting this conference and _ his 
fine help in speaking on the pro- 
gram. Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. will be 
here tomorrow morning for. two 
days. Mr. and Mrs. Warren Stew- 
ard and the superb pianist, Albert 
A. Lane, make the music a con- 
tinual joy. We are expecting great 
blessings. 
* * * 

LAST WEEK WE WERE AT LAKE 
Louise, Toccoa, Georgia, in the 
third such conference there, Lar- 
yer crowds than ever and great 
blessing attended the services. I 
think four men surrendered to 
oreach. One night after Dr. E. J. 
Daniels preached, the large crowd 
stayed until 10:30 confessing their 
sins. Preachers in the early morn- 
ing prayer meeting confessed their 
eoldness and ._powerlessness and 
hegged for a new anointing of 
God’s Spirit. One woman told me 
with tears, “This is the first morn- 
ing I have gotten up without 4 
rigarette in many, Many years. 
But I got it settled last night and 
Tt will never use them again.” It 
was a time of blessed fellowship, 
sweet vacation and tremendous 
heart-warming. 

Mrs. Rice, my daughter Joy, 
12, Miss Viola Walden, Mr. Lane 


on Tuesday, | +} 


cirector of the con- | 
ference; Evangelist Louis Wunnte- | | 


Dr. George W. Truett 


taught and had called, but they 
had gone on unheeding, and so His 
compassionate heart overflowed 
through His eyes, and we have 
here the picture of Him sobbing 
over the fact of the passing of 
religious opportunity. Isn’t that 2 
fearful possibility in a human life, 
that religious opportunity, gra- 
cious and precious, may come and 
may go by, and may be return- 
iless forevermore? Satan does not 
care if men and women come to 
0 te house of. God, and to public 
'services such as these, a and are at- 
| tentive and serious and deeply 
moved, if only they wili let the 
religious opportunity pass, and be 


bee improved. Oh, dreadful possi- 
| bility, that religious opportunity 
| may “come and pass by, and the 
highest things of the soul be lost 
| and forfeited forever! 
| Jesus, wh&-wisited the earth 
}once in the:flesh, visits men and 
i'women yet, not in His He as 
'of old, but in the person cad by 
tne power of His own divine e Spirit. 
'He Himself told us: that when He 
‘went away He would end that 
‘Spirit, to teach of the things that 
'He said and says, and show them 
to the children of men, Jesus says: 


“It is expedient for you that I go 
|away; for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you. And wher he is 
come, he will reprove the world 
of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment.” The great work of 
God the Holy Spirit in the world 
is to comfort and counsel God’s 


(Continued on page 4) 


and I left Lake Louise Friday 
evening and drove 150 miles, 
spent the night at a tourist home 
and then drove over six’ hundred 
miles Saturday to arrive at Cedar 
Lake about 10:30 p.m. for the 
opening Sunday. Brother Bill Rice, 
Mr. and Mrs. Steward and oth- 
ers led in the closing services at 
Lake Louise, and arrived Monday 
night at Cedar Lake. 
*s ok 4 

THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, IN 
cooperation with the United Na- 
tions organization, is doing the 
only right and proper thing in the 
defense of South Korea from com- 
munist attack. President Roose- 
velt who catered to Stalin on so 
many occasions, communists and 
fellow travelers in our State De- 
partment, and the socialistic, de- 
mocratic administration have al- 
most given away the world to the 
communists, We had solemn ob- 
ligations in China which we ig- 
nored. We ought to have stood 
squarely against communism at 
home and abroad and we would 
probably not be fighting now. 
Russians would never have been 


(Continued on page 3) 
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This is one in a series of Christian cartoons drawn by Charles L. 

Ramsay which will appear weekly. They are reprinted by special 

permission form 101 Christian Cartoons by Charles L. Ramsay which 

may be secured for $1.00 from THE SworpD OF THE LorD, 214 W. 
Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


(Continued from page 1) 


slacker, a quitter, a shirker and 
isn’t fit to have a home. Isn't 
that so?” 

He cleared his throat and got 
about three shades redder in the 
face than he was already. I said, 
“Come on, isn’t that so?”’ 

He said, “I, I guess it is.” 

“You don’t guess anything about 
it. You know that’s so, don’t you?” 

I thought I had proven it by 
this Baptist deacon or Methodist 
steward. He said, ‘Yes, I know 
it’s so.” 

I went on preaching, and we 
had a good service. When the 
service was over the good Meth- 


odist pastor—this was a wuhion 
campaign—came wringing his 
hands. “Oh, Brother’ Rice, you 


have ruined it! You have ruined 
it now!” 

“What did I ruin?” 

“That man, that infidel has 
never been to hear anybody preach 
in this county more than twice. 
He always comes just to make 
fun and poke fun, Now, he came 
the third night in succession and 
Sat on the second seat and you 
insulted him publicly. He’ll never 
come back anymore.” 

“Well,” I said, “I don’t know 
whether he’ll come back anymore 
or not, but I gave him both bar- 
rels one time anyhow. And that 
isn’t all, I got him where the 
wool was short and made him 
admit I was right. If he never 
comes back again, I got one good 
Whack at him.” And TI said, 
“Bless God!” 3 

But the next night he came 
back again! I remember how 
rather timidly he put his head 
in at the door through the tent 
curtains way back at the back. 
Nobody hit him with anything, so 
he came on in. He got his wife 
by the wrist and‘ just led her 
right on down the aisle and right 
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MAN, God’s Deputy in the Home 


on down to the second seat again. 
They sat down in the same place 
they had the night before. 

And that Saturday night I 
preached. I don’t remember my 
sermon subject, but I plead with 
people to turn to Christ. Then 
when I gave the = invitation, I 
stepped down again on that front 
seat, and stood there and pleaded 
with sinners to come to Christ. 
The congregation stood and sang 
plaintive and tender and sweet, 
“Almost Persuaded, Now to Be- 
lieve’ and “Just As I Am.” This 
man was standing there deep in 
study. I- leaned over, whispered 
and said, “You didn’t hold your 
hand as a Christian.”’ 

“Oh, no, I’m no Christian.” 

“Well, don’t you want to be?” 
I asked. ‘‘Man, your hair is white! 
You don’t have much time to fool 
about this business.”’ 

He said, “I’d like to. If I knew 
God would take me, I’d come.” 

“Sure He will take you. Didn’t 
He say so?” I gave him promise 
after promise. 

Timidly he said, “Well, I’d sure 
like to do that if I knew He 
would.” 

I said, “Try Him and see. Will 
you put your trust in Him? Will 
you risk Jesus Christ to forgive 
you? Will you give your heart now, 
out and out, now and forever? 
Will you do it?” 


“I, I’d like to.” ‘ 
“Tf you will, then, take my 
hand.” 


The song went on. Nobody knew 
what he and I were whispering to 
each other; but he took my hand 
and gripped it tight. I said, 
“You'll trust Him?” 

“Yes, sir.” 

I said, “All right, then, what 
about coming out and telling 
everyone about it? Let everybody 
know you have taken Christ as 
your Saviour.” 

He said, “Preacher, listen, would 
it be all right if I didn’t tell any- 
body tonight? You know, my wife 
has been going to the First 
Christian Church by herself every 
Sunday morning for twenty years. 
She gets up on Sunday morning 


and I sit around in my stocking 


feet and read the Sunday paper 
and talk about the preachers. My 
wife has had all the burden by 
herself for all these years. Would 
it be all right if I didn’t tell any- 
body until tomorrow morning and 


A Masterpiece 


Rev. John S. Wimbish, who has 
recently assumed the pulpit as 
pastor of famous Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York City, writes 
the editor as follows: 


“T have long received a great 
blessing from your splendid pa- 
per, THE SworD OF THE LORD, as 
well as from your books. Your 
book entitled, Prayer—Asking and 
Receiving, is indeed 4 master- 
piece, I wish that every Christian 
worker, as well as every child of 
God, could read it.” 

Thank you, beloved Brother 
Wimbish. May God give great 
blessings to your ministry in that 
important position and great op- 
portunity where He has placed 


; | YOU. | 
The book, Prayer—Asking and 
Receiving, “America’s Best Seller 


on Prayer,” is now entering its 
second hundred thousand!* One 
hundred thousand copies have al- 
ready been used, and a new print- 
ing of 20,000 copies is now on the 
press. We, like Brother John S. 
Wimbish, wish that “every Chris- 
tian worker, as well as every child 
of God, could read it.” There are 
328 pages, 21 chapters. It is a 
Bible manual on prayer. The price 
is $2. Order from your book seller, 
or from Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers at once. 


get up and go with her to her 
own church so she doesn’t have 
to go by herself anymore and 
make it public up there?” 

I said, “I never did tell any- 
body, never in my life did I tell 
anybody that I thought it would 
be all right to delay a public con- 
fession of Christ ten minutes, but 
I believe that will be all right. I 
believe that will please God.” 


So he didn’t tell anybody that 
night that he took Christ as his 
Saviour. Early the next morning 
he got up and called all the big 
family: ‘Boys, boys, roll out, 
everybody; we are going to church 
today.” “Good night, what’s hap- 
pened to the old man?” they 
wondered. Everybody got up and 
washed his neck and ears and 
polished ‘his shoes and _ shined 
up and got ready. They all had 
their breakfast and all went to 
church. The little wife was trem- 
ulous and hopeful, yet feared 
something. But he went to church 
with them. 


That morning the preacher gave 
an invitation to come out to take 


Christ and claim Him openly, And 


he did. Here he came to publicly 
take the Saviour. And since it 
was the First Christian Church, 
they had him baptized before 
dinner! And I don’t care if they 
did, just so he had something to 
‘be baptized for. 

Oh, you men who leave it to 
your wives to carry on their 
slender shoulders all the burden 
of the home—you ought to be 
ashamed. You quitter! You cow- 
ard! You slacker! You shirker! 
You don’t mean business. You are 
not a good husband. You are not 
a good father. You don’t keep your 
holy vows. God intended men to 
take the lead in the home in 
matters of religion. Joshua said, 
‘T’ll do it.’ Joshua said, “As for 
me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.” And Joshua set out 
to follow and take the lead in 
his home. 


Some man says, “Well, religion 
is all right for a woman.” But I’ll 
remind you. that Joshua was not 
a woman, nor was David, nor was 
Samson, nor was Abraham, nor 
was Isaac, nor was Paul, nor was 
Peter, nor was Moses, nor was 
Isaiah. The saints and heroes of 
the Bible were all men. God 
bless the women! It’s right for 
them to be Qhristians, but God 
wants men after His heart. 

No, it isn’t any easier for a 
woman to be a Christian than a 
man. The truth of the matter is, 
God doesn’t expect a woman to 
be as good a Christian as a man. 
God intended that the woman 
should lean upon her husband. 
Here is a striking thing, First 
Timothy 2:11, 12 says, “Let the 
woman learn in silence with all 
subjection. But I suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp 
authority over the man, but to 
be in silence.” And I Corinthians 
14:34, 35 says, “Let your women 
keep silence in the churches: for 
it is not permitted unto them to 


speak; but they are commanded 
to be under obedience, as also 
saith the law. And if they will 
learn any thing, let them ask their 
husbands at home: for it is a 
shame for women to speak in the 
church.” It says that if a woman 
would know anything, she should 
not interrupt the church service, 
but should wait until she gets 
home and then ask her own hus- 
band. The Bible says, then, that a 
man should be able to teach his 
own wife in matters of religion 
and be able to answer her ques- 
tions about the Bible. 

God intends the man to be the 
high priest in his home. Every 
man is a minister in his own 
home; pastor of his own little 
church. God intends the man to 
take the lead in religion. God 
give you grace to do that. God 
give those who read this grace 
to take the lead God intended you 
to take for Him. 

Is someone reading this who 
is not a Christian? How could 
you lead a family for God? 

In southwest Texas I went into 
a little home. “I understand you 
have a new baby?” I said. 

“Why, yes, we have.” 

“Well, that’s fine. And I under- 
stand it’s a boy.” 

“Vas,” 

“Well, I’ve got a bunch of 
babies, but they are all girls. I 
don’t have a boy. Could I see our 
baby ?”’ 

The man was not a Christian 
and had been a little strange. He 
wouldn’t talk to me and didn’t 
want me to talk to him. He was 
afraid of me because I was a 
preacher, but was proud to show 
the preacher his baby. He led me 
into the bedroom and on the bed 
beside the mother was the little 
bundle wrapped up in a_ little 
blanket with rabbits on it. The 
mother unwrapped the little blue 
blanket and there was a little red- 
faced fellow, eyes tight shut, bald- 
headed. I said, “Isn’t he sweet?” 
(And he was.) 

The mother, with tremulous lips, 
said, “I think he’s wonderful!” 

I said, “I thought maybe it would 
be all right for me to come and 
pray for the baby. Before I go, 
wouldn’t you like for me to pray 
for him?” 

“Oh, yes, I would.” 

“All right, we will pray for 
him. Now, shall I pray for him to 
grow up and live to be a drunk- 
ard and a curser and live for the 
Devil and die and go to Hell? Or 
shall I pray for him to accept 
Christ as his Saviour and be con- 
verted, born again, and live a 
good Christian life and go to 
Heaven?”’ | 

She said, “Of course I would 
want him to be a good man. We’d 
have to pray for him to be a 
Christian, then.” 

“All right, we'll pray for him 
to be saved and trust in Christ.” 
But I said, “Now, then, are you 
a Christian?” 

“No.’’ 

“Well, then, how can you raise 
your boy to be a Christian? Why, 
he will follow after you and his 
daddy.”’ I said, “What are we go- 
ing to do about that?” 

“Oh, my, I never thought about 
that. How can I get him to be a 
Christian if I’m not one?” 

“I guess I had better pray for 
you, too, then hadn’t I?” I said. 

She said, “I wish you would. I 
sure do need it.” 

“All right, we will pray for God 
to save you, so you can raise the 
baby right.” 

I turned to the father. He sat in 
a cane-bottomed chair with his 
face buried in his hands. By this 
time tears were dripping between 
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his fingers. I said, “Are you not 
a Christian?” 

“No.” (I knew he was not.) 

“Then, what’s that motto doing 
over the door— 

“‘Ohrist is the head of this house, 
The unseen Guest at every meal, 
The silent listener to every con- 

versation ... 7?” 

He said, “Well, I just thought 
it was pretty, and I brought it 
home. I thought my wife would 
like it.” 

“But it’s a lie, isn’t it?” 

“Yes, I guess I’ll have to take 
it down.” 


“No,” I said, “better than that, 
let’s make it so. Let us ask Jesus, 
when He comes in today to bless 
the baby and save your wife, to 
take you, too, and make this home 
the dwelling place of God. Will 
you do it?” 

With tears running down his 
face, I prayed and the wife wept. 
The angels of God listened and 
God heard and Christ came into 
that home to save that man. 

You can’t have a good family 
and be a good husband and father 
unless you are a Christian. Take 
Christ today, dear friend. Let 
Jesus in. 


(Every Christian family should 
have the big book, THE HOME— 
Courtship, Marriage and Children, 
by Evangelist John R. Rice. It is 
a Bible manual on the home and 
deals much more thoroughly with 
the. problems of marriage and 
home than these messages could 
do. 381 pages, Sword of the Lord - 
Publishers, $2.50.) 
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Evangelicals 


(Continued from page 1) 


cause of the provision made by 
the Council that each church may 
interpret the statement to suit 
itself. 

The desirability of the unity of 
all believers in their Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ is unquestion- 
ed. The desirablity of organic un- 
ion (or the probability of result- 
ing benefits) is highly debatable. 
But when an attempt is made to 
join evangelicals and modernists 
in one ecclesiastical organization 
the result can only be confusion 
and spiritual defeat. This is the 
fatal weakness of the World Coun- 
cil. 

Therefore, there are but two 
possible eventualities for the 
World Council of Churches; (1) 
the elimination from its member- 
ship of bodies which do not stand 
unequivocally for the basic doc- 
trines and freedoms of the faith: 
or, (2) the final loss by the Coun- 
cil of evangelical bodies which will 
not be content to remain in fel- 
lowship with those who have for- 
saken the essential doctrines of 
the faith. 

In view of the trends indicated 
during the short history of the 
World Council the chances that it 


will finally become fully evan- 
gelical are infinitesimal. 
Two future courses for the 


World Council are within the 
range of strong possibilitiess The 
first is that there will eventually 
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‘Must Unite 


be a surrender to the Roman 
hierarchy. This is a consummatien 
to which a considerable number of 
Council leaders look forward: with 
keen anticipation. 

For its part the Roman _hier- 
archy expressed its view through 
several of its official publications. 
Corriera deila Sara, in its issue 
of October 5, 1948 says, “Cardinal 
Spellman is said to have stated 
that we should not hurry to treat 
with the Protestants on the ques- 
tion of unity, for in sixty years 
our separated brethren will be re- 
turning to Rome.” 

La Croix, in its issue of Septem- 
ber 2, 1946 says, “Since all roads 
lead to Rome, why should that of 
Amsterdam not put many Chris- 
tians ‘on their way.’ If they in 
humble prayer beseech the light of 
Heaven, as Pius XI said long ago 
(and we can guess the ardour 
of the wishes of His Holiness Pius 
XII in this direction), beyond a 
doubt they will recognize the one 
true Church of Jesus Christ, and 
come at last to join themselves 
with us in the bonds of perfect 
love.” 

The second possibilty is that the 
World Council will swing more 
frankly to a position of extreme 
radicalism in which it will follow 
the line advised by the Harvard 
Report of some years ago. This 
would mean an alignment of li- 
beral pseudo-Christianity with the 
other principal religions of the 
world, admitting that all have 
values which should be recognized 
and preserved. This course would 
probably be received by the _ re- 
ligionists of the Orient as a satis- 
factory compromise under which 
a new world religion, not merely 
a world church, would function 
universally. Even now this final 
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phase in the drive for a union of 
religions is openly favored by 
the more daring spirits. 

All these considerations 
brought about the international 
cooperative movement among 
evangelicals. which is’ gaining 
ground so rapidly. 

At the annual meeting of the 
National Association of Evangeli- 
cals held in Indianapolis last April, 
the Committee for International 
Cooperation which has functioned 
for the past four years was re- 
placed by a Commission on Inter- 
national Relations, composed of 
more arid a score of America’s 
most outstanding church and mis- 
Sionary leaders. 

The strategy which has been 
adopted is that first of all groups 
of evangelicals will be brought to- 
gether in each country to form 
fellowships, or associations, which. 
shall be entirely autonomous. 

In August, 1952, each national 
group will send delegates to an 
international convention to be held 
in Switzerland, at which time a 
permanent international commit- 
tee will be formed to deal with 
any matter of common concern. 
This committee will have only ad- 
visory powers except in matters 
where specific authority is dele- 
gated to them by their respec- 
tive national bodies. 


This movement for spiritual 
unity, rather than organic union, 
coupled with a program of action 
in behalf of all evangelical groups, 
is not merely advisable but ab- 
solutely necessary if evangelicals 
are to meet the crisis successfully. 

During the past four years, 
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numerous conferences have been 
held on this subject. Two of 
major importance have brought to- 
gether Christian leaders from 
many countries in Europe. The 
first was at Clarens, Switzerland, 
in August, 1948, the second met 
in Hildenborough, England, in 
March, 1950. A third, with an as- 
sured. attandance of delegates 
from at least thirty countries, 
will meet in Boston, Massachusetts 
September 4 to 8, 1950. 

Following this, sectional gath- 
erings will continue across’ the 
world during the two year period 
leading up to final organization. 

Dr. Clyde W. Taylor of Wash- 


ington, D. C., and Dr. J, Elwin 
Wright of Boston will tour’ the 
Orient during the autumn and 
winter, meeting with national and 
missionary leaders in a score of 
countries. 

The prayers and financial sup- 
port of God’s people everywhere 
are solicited in behalf of this most 
important project which will un- 
doubtedly affect the future of all 
evangelical work. 


For further information addréss 
Dr. J. Elwin Wright, Executive 
Secretary, Commission on Inter- 
national Relations, Box 3035, Bos- 
ton 1, Mass. 
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in Korea nor even in Manchuria. 
But that is in the _ past. 
The Bible clearly says’ that 
“the powers that be are ordained 
of’ God,” and that Christians are 
to support the government in put- 
ting down crime and wickedness. 
Let everybody pray for President 
Truman, for Congress, for our 
boys in service and their leaders. 
Pray that the Lord may give suc- 
cess in our defense of people who 
have trusted us. Pray that the 
United Nations may be strength- 
ened for world law and order. 
Pray that, if it please God, a third 
world war may be avoided. We 
think it likely that a vigorous de- 
fense in Korea and successful re- 
pulse of the communist advance 
will do more to prevent a third 
world war than anything else. 
America must arm, The expense 


should save money every legiti- 
mate way. The subsidies to farm- 
ers, the pork barrel appropria- 
tions, the hiring of millions of 
new workers by the government 
should all be discontinued as far 
as possible. The budget should be 
balanced, we should start to pay 
our debts. Otherwise inevitable 
disaster faces America. Christians 
should quit seeking special privi- 
leges, special ‘hand-outs from the 
government, Christians should not 
seek government housings, farm 
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will be terrific. The govenment | 


subsidies, socialized medicine or 
government ownership of indus- 
tries. These things are the way 
to certain ruin—bankruptcy, so- 
cialism, communism, dictatorship. 
It is time for Christians to pray! 

* K * 


DURING AUGUST THE SWORD OF 
the Lord Publishers is making 
special prices on our booxs, A good 
many Christian book stores over 
the nation are cooperating in of- 
fering these discounts to their 
customers. We must keep our 
workers busy. We must have 
money for our heavy payroll dur- 
ing the slack summer months. So 
help yourself, save money and 
take advantage of the wonderful 
offerings of our August sale. Look 
over the list of books and remem- 
ber that there is a twenty per 
cent discount on all books pub- 
lished by Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers during August. We advise 
that you get your order in as 
soon as possible. 

* * x 

THE CIRCULATION OF THE SWORD 
OF THE LorD is now equal to the 
leading interdenominational fun- 
damental Christian magazines in 
America, and larger than all but 
one or two. (Only denominational 
magazines and one interdenomina- 
tional magazine, not especially re- 
garded as fundamental, are lar- 
ger in circulation.) We long to 
have 100,000 paid subscribers by 
January 1, No special subscription 
campaign is on just now, but we 
fee] that thousands of readers of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD ought to 
send in subscriptions -for loved 
ones, friends, preachers, minis- 
terial students, church officials, 
new converts, or lost sinners. In 
Jesus’ name, send in subscriptions 
for others. Let the revival fires 
spread to every home possible in 
America. 


Do your part! 
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Noteworthy 


JAMES V. LAMB 


“THANKS FOR THE SPANKS” 


EVANGELIST 
An unusual - headline _ titled, 
“Thanks For The Spanks,’ ap- 


peared recently through the As- | 


sociated Press. The article 


‘in the original Greek Scripture.” 


Dr. Richard Moulton in The 


read: | Modern Readey’s Bible translates 


“St, Petersburg, Fla., May 13.—/ nurture as chastisement in E:phe- 


(A.P.)—Lloyd Williams 12, won a 
contest today on why he thinks he 
has the best mother in the world 
with the remark: ‘She stays on 
speaking terms with God and on 
spanking terms with me’.” 

I do not know anything else 
about this Florida home, but I do 
know it is Scriptural to be on 
“speaking terms with God“ and 
on “spanking terms” with the chil- 
dren. Our beloved America needs 
more of this Scriptural philosophy. 

Every parent can be on speak- 
ing terms with God through the 
one mediator between God and 
man, the Lord Jesus Christ. Born- 
again parents can say with Paul, 
“For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but was 
in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us there- 
fore come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need” (Heb. 4:15, 16). 

The task of parenthood is far 
too great to be attempted with- 
out the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit. The Lord Jesus Christ in 
the heart and home is the need 
of our land. 

One of the big reasons for juve- 
nile delinquency today is a prayer- 
less, paddleless, psychology-book- 
pattern for rearing children. If 
“modern” parents would use the 
book that says don’t spank the 
children, to give the child a good 
spanking, it would do more good. 

Long ago Solomon said, “With- 
hold not correction from the child: 
for it thou beatest him with the 
rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt 
beat him with the rod, and shalt 
deliver his soul from hell” (Prov. 
23:13, 14). 

God’s Word gives the believer 
the blueprint for rearing a family. 
The Bible says, ‘Train up a child 
in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from 
it” (Prov. 22:6). 


Children without born-again 
parents, without praying and 
spanking parents, often turn out 
to be disobedient, lawless young 
people and adults. A child taught 
early in life to be obedient, and 
punished when he is not, learns 
that wrong is punished. Thus when 
that child is under the preaching 
of the Gospel and hears that God 
punishes sin, from early experi- 
ence he knows that sin is punished 
and receives Christ as Lord and 
Saviour. Mark it well, the Bible 
teaches that children who _ are 
spanked learn that sin is punished 
and when they hear the good news 
of saving grace they are convinced 
by the Holy Spirit and are “de- 
livered from hell” by receiving 
Christ. 


Paul expressed the duty of chil- 
dren to obey and the obligation of 
parents to punish when he said, 
“Children, obey your .parents in 
the Lord: for this is right... 
And, ye fathers, provoke not your 
children to!wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord” (Eph. 6:1, 4). 

The plain command of the 
Scriptures is that fathers are to 
bring the children up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord. 


Dr. John R. Rice, in his. best 
seller book on, The Home, says in 
the chapter on “Correction And 
Discipline of Children” that, “. . 
the word nurture in Ephesians 6:4 
means chastisement or chastening. 
In fact, the word nurture is trans- 
lated from the same Greek word 
paideia, which is translated ‘“‘chas- 
tening” in Hebrews 12:5, in He- 
brews 12:7, and Hebrews 12:11! It 
is the same word translated “chas- 
tisement” in Hebrews 12:8. The 
Greek verb paideuo, on the same 
stem as this word, is used in Luke 
23:16 and again in Luke 23:22 of 
the scourging of Jesus. Pilate said, 


‘I will therefore chastise him, and 


let him go.’ The word nurture in 
Ephesians 6:4 means chastisement 


'sians 6:4. 


Other famous Greek _ scholars 
have taken the same position in 
translating nurture. Among them 
were Westcott, Hart and A. T. 
Robertson. 

In fact, A. T. Robertson states 
in Word Pictures In The New 
Testament that not only nurture 
could be translated chastisement, 
but nouthesia translated admoni- 
tion carries the idea of correction 
and chastening! Paul, with seem- 
ing emphasis in Ephesians 6:4, 
says to chasten the children! 

Don’t rear your children on the 
advice of some unsaved psycholo- 
gist, author or newspaper writer, 
but follow God’s Word. Children 
need love, attention and ‘“peach- 
tree tea” despite what some be- 
havioristic teachers say. Someone 
has well said, “If we had more 
hand-power in the high-chair, we 
would need less kilowatt-power for 
the electric-chair.” 

Instead of consecrated, praying, 
godly mothers, many times the 
case in just the opposite. The re- 
sults of parental delinquency are 
seen in broken homes and disobe- 
dient children. 

A famous judge recently said 
that eighty-five per cent of the 
boys brought to his Juvenile Court 
for crimes of various sorts were 
habitual smokers. Where did they 


learn? Many of them learned atto call the people into the up- 


home. 

Witness a recent report from 
Consumers Research Magazine 
for January, 1950. The 
stated that “King-size’’ cigarettes 
are gaining in popularity among 
women. The article went on to 
quote from the American Medical 
Association Journal .on women 
smoking. The Journal stated, “Dis- 
orders of the thyroid are nearly 
seven times as frequent in women 
who smoke than those who did 
not, of 5,458 women observed in 
the course of study.” 

It is a disgrace that many wo- 
men prefer to puff the King-size 
than to pray to the King of Kings. 
(And the two don’t go together, 
because more than likely’ the 
smoking woman is not a praying 
woman. ) 

Oh, for women like Hannah, the 
mother of the prophet Samuel, 
who dedicated him to the Lord 
while he was a child! Give us 
mothers like Eunice, the mother of 
Timothy! 

Paul showed the power of a 
godly mother when he said 
Timothy’s mother and grandmoth- 
er, ‘“‘When I call to remembrance 
the unfeigned faith that is in thee, 
which dwelt first in thy grand- 
mother Lois, and thy mother Eu- 
nice: and I am persuaded that in 
thee also . . . But continue thou in 
the things which thou hast learn- 
ed and hast been assured of, know- 
ing of whom thou hast learned 
them; And that from a child thou 
hast known the holy scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus” (II Tim. 1:5, 3: 
14-15). 


May the dear Saviour bless, 
guide and lead our believing moth- 
ers. Their children will rise up and 
call them blessed because they 
“stayed on speaking terms with 
God and spanking terms’ with 


them.”’ 


The Passing of Opportunity 
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people, and to bring to bear con- 
viction upon the human judgment 
and conscience, that by such light 
and conviction sinners may be 
turned into the upper and better 
way. 

Mark you this, my men and 
women! Every inclination that the 
soul has to come to God, every 
longing in your spirit to be right 
with God, and to be forgiven of 
Him, and to be saved by Him, is 
the direct drawing, the direct 
work, of God’s good Spirit on the 
human heart. The desire to be 
right with God does not come 
from the ‘human flesh. The ‘desire 
to be right with God, to have 
one’s sins forgiven, to be saved, 
is the direct drawing of the good 
Spirit of God Himself. And re- 
member this, I pray you, that no 
rational soul shall ever come to 
God unless ‘the divine Spirit shall 
draw him, shall counsel him, shall 
convict him of need, and shall 
Himself work that desire tc come 
in the human heart. Jesus yet 
visits men in the person and pow- 
er of His Spirit. How does He 
visit them? He comes in early 
life probably to most ‘people, with 
the call of Heaven, the call of 
erace, the call of salvation. One 
of the serious questions for par- 
ents and teachers is, How early 
do’ our children reach the age of 
personal accountability, and when 
do they reach the line of account- 
ability, so that they must per- 
sonally pass on these questions of 
right and wrong, of God's light 
and counsel? Where and when do 
they reach that line? Blessed is 
the teaching that our little ones, 
dying before they reach that line 
of personal accountability to God, 
are taken to His home above, 
through the riches of His own 
mercy and grace. We are not an- 


.|xious about our little ones who 


die before they can personally pass 
on these big questions of repen- 
tance and faith and coming to 
God. All is well with them, Ye 
parents, be not disturbed at that 
point. Our concern is, How old are 
children when they reacn the line 
of personal accountability, where, 
if they die unrepentant and unbe- 
lieving, they shall die like the 
adult who dies unrepentant and 
unbelieving? Very early in life, 
evidentally, God’s Spirit comes to 
many of our children, counseling 


and upper way. 


and calling them in the better 


And then very many are the 
ways which God employs to coun- 
sel and call men and women into 
the upward way. One of God’s 
mightiest ways is to call the peo- 
Ple by the right kind of preaching. 
There can be no substitutes for 
the right kind of preaching. The 
Bible tells us so, “Faith cometh 
by: hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God. How shall the peo- 
ple hear without a _ preacher?” 
The Bible tells us that “it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preach- 
ing to save them that believe.” 
He did not say “by foolish preach- 
ing.” There is untold harm done 
by foolish preaching. He said: “It 
pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching”—by as simple a thing 
as preaching, by the method of 
preaching, by a man _ saved _ by 
grace as I am saved, and as these 
honored men about me are saved, 
and called by God’s Spirit thus 
to witness for Christ. It pleased 
God by as simple a thing as this, 
for a man saved by God’s grace 
and set apart by His Spirit to be 
a preacher, to stand up and call 
to his fellow men: “Ho, every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, 
money; come ye, buy and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price.” 
How marvelous is God’s way of 
turning men and women into the 
upward way, by preaching! 

But preaching is not His only 
method. God has many methods 
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ward way! How great is the mes- 
Sage and the blessing of the right 
kind of a teacher, and the right 
kind of a writer! How much God 
employs such to bless the world! 
And ‘how marvelous is God’s em- 
ployment of the modest mother, 
shrinking and timid, but who puts 
the serious things of God and His 
truth into the deepest hearts of 
her little ones who rest on her 
breast, and who kneel beside her. 
as she teaches them to lisp the 
name of Jesus! How marvelous 


|that instrumentality, the instru- 


mentality of the parent, to bring 
people in the right way! How 
marvelous the instrumentality of 
the friend, who goes out in the 
right spirit and seeks to turn 
his friend into the upward way! 
How God blesses a simple thing 
like that! How marvelous are 
God’s providences some of them 
White-robed, and some of them 
veiled in black, to turn us and 
bestir us, and give us to think, 
and, thinking, to turn to the up- 
ward way! And above all and 
through all, how wonderful is the 
work of Christ’s great witness in 
the world, namely, the Holy Spirit, 
as this Holy Spirit takes of the 
things of Christ, and brings them 
to bear on men’s minds, and con- 
sciences. Many are God’s messen- 
gers for the calling of the people 
unto Himself. 


Opportunity May Be 


Resisted 
. Now, our text points for us, to- 
night, the exceedingly solemn 


truth that the visits of God, in 
the person of the divine Spirit, 
may be resisted. In the case of 
these men and women of old, in 
the city of Jerusalem, where Jesus 
lived and loved, where He preach- 
ed and prayed, where He wept 
and died, there many resisted His 
heavenly influences, and put them 
all away, and went the downward 
way, So Wwe are confronted tonight 
with that awful possibility in hu- 
man life, that a rational, respon- 
sible, human being can say yes 
or say no to the call of God. The 
highest dignity of human life is 
that human life must choose 
Whether you will be for God or 
against Him. Along with that 
highest dignity of human life, in 
which you are allowed to say yes 
or no to God, and consequent up- 
on it at the same time is the very 
gravest danger. While you and I 
may say yes or say no to Jesus, 
the awful peril is that, though 
He brings to bear in His own 
multiform and wonderful way His 
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light and love, His counsel and 
goodness, summoning Us to come 


the right road—the fearful possi- | 


bility is that we will rise up and 
resist it all, and miss the upward 
way... One thing is sure: God the. 
loving Father is never at fault 
that a sinner is lost. Listen to 
His solemn appeal: ‘“‘As I live’’— 

and He swears by Himself, for 
He can swear by no higher—“as I 
live, saith the Lord God, 1 have 
no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked: but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live.” And then 
God Himself exhorts: “Turn ye! 
Turn ye! Why will ye die?” 

It is, indeed, inflexibly certain 
that Jesus is never at fault that 
a sinner is lost. See Him here in 
our text, as He stands weeping 
over the city of Jerusalem, in 
which were many people who had 
turned aside His counsel and miss- 
ed the road to Heaven, and listen 
to Him.as He says: “Oh, Jeru- 
salem, Jerusalem, how often would 
I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, as a hen doth gather her 
brood under her wings, and ye 
would not! Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate.” Jesus is 
never at fault that a soul ra- 
tional and responsible misses the 
way of light and life and salva- 
tion. 


Opportunity May Be 
Ended 
But our text brings us on to a 
still more serious truth, and that 
truth is that there is an end to 
God’s visits to rational, account- 
able human. beings. When does 
such end come? I shall make an- 
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give you, not only a more com- 
plete report of the work being 
done by our ministerial stu- 
dents this summer, but we hope 
to have some other reports to 
submit to you. 


A few days ago a young man 
who has been in Bob Jones 
University for two or three 
years but who is not a min- 
ister came by the school and 
told Miss Cochran, who is 
handling the records for the 
extension work this summer, 
that he had had the joy of 
leading more than one hun- 
dred people to the Lord Jesus 
Christ since school closed about 
five weeks ago. On my recent 
trip to Chicago and Kansas 
City, I met one of our girls 
who graduated ‘here last year, 
and she said, “Dr. Bob, I have 
had the joy of leading twenty- 
one people to ‘the Lord since 
school closed.” I saw a letter 
a day or two ago from one of 
our girls who said she had led 
nineteen to.the Lord Jesus 
Christ this summer. We are 
now trying our best to get a 
report of the work of the stu- 
dents who are not preparing 
for the ministry and who are 
not even preparing to go to the 
foreign mission field. When we 
get this report in form, we 
will submit it ‘to you, It cannot 
be complete for there is no 
way for us to know all that 
these young people are doing 
in Winning the lost to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. . 

My Christian friends, God is 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


In a short time we hope to | 


using Bob Jones University and 
We are sure He approves of the 
Special evangelistic emphasis 
the institution is giving at this 
time when the world is in such 
great trouble and the hearts of 
people everywhere are filled 
with such uncertainty and un- 
rest. We are calling on all 
Christian people to pray earn- 
estly that God may help this 
institution to keep on keeping 
on in giving the soul winning 
emphasis. Please pray for all 
of us, for the executives and 
all the teachers’ dnd the secre- 
taries and employees: of the 
institution who stagger under 
the load with us and who are 
such a big part of the wonder- 
ful work that God is doing 
through this school. 


_We wish to thank you Chris- 
tian friends for the financial 
assistance you have given us, 
and We are Calling on you to co- 
Operate with us to the limit 
of your ability in ‘helping us 
reach the goal that we have set : 
for the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund—the minimum goal 
we hope to reach by June 1951. 
Send whatever contribution you 
can now, and then send more 
later. Ask God what He would 
have you to do and do what- 
ever He may lead you to do, 
and that will be perfectly satis- 
factory to us. Thank you and | 
God Bless you. 


BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 
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swer to that in two remarks. 
Mark it, I pray you, oh, my fel- 
low men and my gentie sisters, 
listening so deferentially to what 


the minister says—mark it well.|And since death comes with un- but if that opportunity be not Evanaelist 
If you should go down into your |expectedness, times without count, Sword [taken hold of, it passes and is . 
grave, unrepentant and unbeliev-|and since there are ten thousand. ireturniess. “The mill will never JOHN R. RICE 
ing, the battle for your soul is|gates 


forever lost, Destiny eternal is 


destiny for the one or the other 
place will be decided before you 
reach death and are laid in the 
grave, Oh, how serious is that! 


to death, and since the eas- 
lest thing in all the world is just 


Share 
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opportunity has passed.” They 
were yet alive, and were yet in 
health. They went about their 
tasks. But Jesus said: “Religious 
opportunity, that came, and was 
clear and strong, has been refused, 
and now it passes.” Opportunity 
of any sort pauses at one’s door, 


| grind again with water that has 


| passed,” 


These men 


and women | 
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your sins.” That will be the out-|to God, how speedily should every | him tomorrow. I will find him at|deeply from an _ experience of | ° ° P 


come of it all. And then He add- 
ed: “Whither I go, ye cannot 
come.’ Destiny for the soul is de- 
termined this side the grave. 
Christ’s words have no meaning, 
if that is not correct, and the 
man is a trifler, a trickster with 
words, if he should assay to offer 
a rational human soul hope be- 
yond the grave, if such man shall 
die in his sins. This side the grave 
is determined the big question of 
whether Heaven is to be your 


home, or whether it is to be the 
dark world of waste and night, 
om 
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rational human being sav: ‘While 
I have my wits about me, while 
my mind is clear, while duty comes 
knocking at the door of my heart, 
While need is urgent, while dan- 
ger is consciously imminent and 
apparent, now I will decide the 
biggest question of all, calmly 
and gloriously, by making my 
surrender to Christ.’ 

I was preaching in a_ distant 
community some months ago, to 
a throng of thousands, like these 
thousands here tonight, and one 
man was seen to be greatly in- 
terested, and an earnest Chris- 
tian standing near him went over 
to him, and ventured to whisper 
a word to him, while the last 
song was being sung. Men and 
women, and children came down 
the aisles, saying: “The battle is 
decided. We will surrender to 
Christ.” This Christian man said 
to the interested man: “You are 
interested and serious now; you 


his room in the hotel tomorrow, 
and I will have it out with him. 
I will not settle it tonight.” But 
when the morning came, in one 
sharp stroke, with a strange turn- 
ing that often comes to human 
life, he was plunged into uncon- 
sciousness, and before noonday 
went away into eternity. Oh, ra- 
tional, responsible human beings, 
I summon you, I charge you, I 
pray you, settle first things first, 
the supreme things, the one su- 
preme thing, in the, day of your 
health, with your wits about you, 
calmly, quietly, thoughtfully, 
grandly, settle this supreme mat- 
ter while you may. 

There is the other answer to be 
given to the fact that there is 
an end to God’s visits to men. Je- 
sus was looking over a city which 
He had sought to help, but many 
had failed of His help, and Jesus 
was sobbing out His heart, as in 
effect He said, “Light is gone and 


twenty*odd years in dealing with 
men and in studying the Word 
of God, that there is no peril com- 
parable to the peril of resisting 
religious light and opportunity 
when they come to the human 
soul. 


And when opportunity passes, 
how fearful is the fate of such 
soul! And when it does pass, how 
is that fearful tragedy brought 
about? The trouble about dealing 
lightly with religious opportunity 
and religious light and religious 
privilege is that men and women 
in thus dealing lightly, sin against 
knowledge. If the _ religion of 
Jesus Christ be worth a straw, 
it is worth more than the mater- 
ialf world. One soul outranks in 
value the material universe, Now, 
to deal lightly with the call of 
Jesus and the death of Jesus for 
such soul, is to sin after a most 
terrible fashion. Men hear and 
feel and intend and know, and 
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yet put religious calls away, and 
consequently go the downward 
way. 

Nor is that all. Men who resist 
God’s call and counsel, sin pre- 
sumptuously. When they are spo- 
ken with candidly and faithfully 
about the great claims of Christ, 
they make answer: “Yes, I grant 
it all, but I will risk it. I will 
presume. I will wait. I will defer. 
I will delay.” And they loiter on 
until the little boat takes the 
fateful plunge over the rapids, 
and opportunity is forfeited for- 
ever. 

Moreover, when men thus sin 
against light, they sin with the 
will. The human will is the ini- 
tial spring of action. Men hear 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, August 4, 1950 


Wagner at Three Links 
Evangelist Eddie Wagner re- 
ports: ““At Three Links, Kentucky, 
I was in an eight day camp and 
young people’s conference and 


Rev. and Mrs. Owens are doing a 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


by Charies T. Lampman 


told' the 
crowd that the days of revival 
/are not over, but that we can have 


‘filled at the close of the service, 


wonderful work for the Lord there | with a great number coming to ac- 


in reaching the people of those 


'cept Christ as their personal Sav- 


Kentucky hills for the Lord. They | iour, An additional 21 young peo- 


are able to get into schools almost 
every day around there to tell the 
message of Christ. One pastor 
brought 23 young people 120 miles 
to the camp. There were meetings 
throughout the day, and then the 
revival at night. We had 16 saved, 
including two bootleggers of that 
community. There were many de- 
cisions on the part of the Chris- 
tians, including 30 who yielded 
themselves to the Lord to be used 
in any way that the Lord would 
be willing to use them. 

“James Stoutenborough and I 
are now in a three week city-wide 
revival here in Lancaster, Wiscon- 
sin.” 


Stacey Blessed in Nevada 


Einar J. Besh, general chairman 
of the Nevada County for Christ 
committee, gives us this report of 
recent meetings led by Evangelist 
G. Robert Stacey: 

“There had not been a union 
campaign in this area since 1886, 
and it was with much wonderment 
we went into it. However the 
Lord opened door after door until 
we could not help know it’ was 
His will, that we should go ahead 
with the meetings. How glad we 
are that we obeyed His voice, 
when we talk to sinners that have 
been saved, backsliders that have 
been restored or Christians who 
have received a new vision of the 
joy of bringing lost souls to hear 
of our wonderful Saviour. Plain 
straightforward messages from 
the word of God spoken in the 
power of the Spirit by Bob Sta- 
cey brought conviction to sinners, 
and joy to the saints. 


“There were about 250 that 
came forward for salvation and 
about 150 for reconsecration, and 
most of the Christians were really 
stirred up about reaching the lost 
before it is too late. Even business 
people who were not there talked 
about it, and acknowledged (‘it 
must have been some meetings.’ 
We have approximately 16,000 
population to draw from, and from 
388 the night of the sleet, snow 
and hail storm, to 950 attended the 
meetings nightly. 

“People wrote their friends near 
and far, to come and go with 
them to the meeting. We had peo- 
ple come from San Francisco, Sa- 
cramento, Stockton, Orrville, 
Corning, Placerville and many 
other places at the meetings. 

“Truly the Spirit of God was 
working, and several times we 
saw whole families saved together 
in one night. Lumber’ workers 
were seen in their seats weeping 
when the invitation was given, and 
many high school age young peo- 
ple went forward. One of the im- 
mediate results was the starting 
of a new work in’ a small com- 
munity called North San Juan 
approximately 20 miles away. 
They had 37 out for Sunday school 
and Morning Service the first 
Sunday and 50 the next.” 


Results at Virginia Rally | 

Recently God’s power was mani- 
fest in an unusual way throughout 
the Southwest Virginia area. In 
Appalachia, Virginia, a community 
of 3,500 people, more than 1500 
persons packed into the Communi- 
ty Auditorium to hear evangelist 
Jim C. Sluss preach to them on 
“It’s Time to Turn Back to God 
in America.” Mr. Sluss, president 
of Southwest Virginia College, ap- 
pealed to his congregation to make 


Southwest Virginia Christian 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved. - 
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ple came forward to dedicate their 
lives for full-time Christian ser- 
vice. Five of the young men who 
responded answered God’s call to 
preach with six others planning 
to go to the foreign mission fields. 

More than 50 ministers repre- 
senting eight evangelical denomi- 
nations sponsored the great rally. 

Evangelist Sluss is presently en- 
gaged in a Community-wide re- 


night with people 


vival in Damascus, Virginia. The 
results at the close of the first 
week were: 57 saved, 48 rededica- 
tions, 14 new family altars, 11 for 
full-time Christian service. 


Wirth at Petersburg, Illinois 

Evangelist F. A. Wirth reports: 
“We just closed a blessed Revival 
Meeting in The West Side Gospel 
Mission, Coshocton, Ohio. Many 
drunkards and harlots came for- 


| Mie | d to get right with God. The 
through personal soul winning and | prven 5 5 _ 


‘mass evangelism. He 


filed almost every 
who wanted 


altar was 


'to be saved, or to give up some 


‘sinful habit. One couple near se- 
revival, from June 18 through 25, ‘revival now. The prayer room was te . 


venty years of age came to get 
right .with God. They had been 
living in adultery for over six years 
and came to confess and straight- 
en up their lives. They secured a 
marriagé license and were married 
and are now as happy as they can 
be. 

“The Mission is only about two 
years old, yet during that time 
there have been somewhere be- 
tween two and three hundred peo- 
ple come out for Christ. Mr. 
Harold House, a newspaper sports 
editor, is in charge of the work.” 


The Passing of Opportunity 


(Continued from page 5) 


no conviction at all. I was mak- 
ing the point that somewhere in 
its fight against God, the human 
soul may put away these highest 
matters, until at last they seem 
to ‘have no weight, no meaning, 
no appeal at all. And no sooner 
had I said that, than a man in 
the audience, perhaps forty-five 
years of age, 
ginning to tinge his hair, stood in 
the audience and said: “Preacher 
man, you are describing my case.” 

I said: “Not consciouslv; I do 
not even know you; I am discuss- 
ing the Word of God.” 

“Very well,” he said, “but that 
is my case; you are describing my 
case, and if you do not mind,” 
he said, “I will tell you a little 
about it.” 

I said: “I will be pleased to let 
you tell us. Maybe we can help 
you. I want to, if I can.” 

He said: “Years ago, when I 
was a young man, I had often 
heard and felt, concerning reli- 
gion; I had often been counseled 
and called, I had often trembled 
and resolved, but I kept putting 
the matter off. I kept saying: 
‘Tomorrow.’ I kept saying: ‘By 
and by.’ And at last, there came 
a powerful appeal from God’s man 
one day, where all of my mind 
and conscience and heart and will 
were aroused beyond words, and 
I felt: “This is the supreme crisis. 
This is the hour epochal for my 
soul.’ Other men went down the 
aisles to make known their sur- 
render to Christ, but I thheld out 
against it all, and by and by I 
summoned myself and said, down 
in my soul: ‘I will not follow 
God until it suits me. It does not 
suit me at all just now, and I will 
put it off,’ though I trembled 
through it all, like the aspen 
leaf.” And then he looked at me 
sadly a moment or two and said: 
“Preacher man, that day I went 
over the line. That day I passed 
the day of grace. That day my 
soul died, and your teaching as 
to the peril there is in resisting 
God’s Spirit applies, sir, to my 
own poor case.” Quickly did I ad- 
journ the service, and then I 
sought him out, and for two long 
hours I brought to bear, as best 
I could, the glorious invitations of 
Jesus to sinful men, no matter 
what their sin or doubt or fear or 
difficulty. For two hours, I 
brought to bear these promises 
and calls of Jesus on this man, 
and yet he heard me through it 
all, and said: “Sir, I have had no 
response at all for years. I have 
crossed the line, and I know that 
I have crossed it.” 


I cannot discuss the philosophy, 
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with the gray be- | 


the psychology, the deep meaning 
of this case. I do not know it, I 
am simply making the point that 
somewhere the human soul may 
resist God ‘and His love and light 
and heavenly leading, so late, so 
far, so long, that light turns into 
darkness, and convictions fade, 
and the highest things are missed 
and lost. There comes again the 
old-time hymn, emphasizing this 
same point of the danger of put- 
ting away religious light, religious 
calls for the human soul, the dan- 
ger of putting them off until to- 
morrow. Let us ponder again the 
solemn lines: 


There is a time, I know not when, 
A place, I know not where, 
Which marks the destiny of men 

To Heaven or despair. 


There is a line by us not seen, 
Which crosses every path; 
The hidden boundary between 

God’s patience and His wrath. 


To cross that limit is to die, 
To die, as if by stealth. 

It may not pale the beaming eye, 
Nor quench the glowing health. 


The conscience may be still at 
ease, 
The spirits light and gay. 
That which is pleasing still may 
please, 
And care be thrust away. 


But on that forehead God hath set 
Indelibly a mark, 

By man unseen, for man as yet 
Is blind and in the dark. 


And still the doomed man’s path 
below 
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May bloom like Eden bloomed. 
He did not, does not, will not 
know, 
Nor feel that he is doomed. 


He feels, he sees, that all is well, 
His every fear is calmed. 
He lives, he dies, he wakes in Hell, 
Not only doomed, but damned. 
Oh, where is_ that 
bourn, 
By which each path is crossed, 
Beyond which God Himself hath 
sworn 
That he who goes is lost? 


mysterious 


/ 


How long may men go on in sin, 
How long will God forbear? 
Where does hope end, and where 
begin 
The confines of despair? 


One answer from those skies is 
sent. 
“Ye who from God depart, 
While it is called today, repent, 
And harden not your heart.” 


Opportunity May Be 
Forfeited 

My fellow men, if there be in- 
terest, if there be an awakening, 
if there be concern, if there. be 
a wish, however faint, if there be 
a longing, however feeble and 
fluttering, it makes its cry in 
your heart, if it be there, to be 
right with God, to have your sins 
forgiven, to be saved, if I were in 
your place I would tonight make 
my surrender to Christ, if I had 
to go through fire and through 
flame to make that surrender; for 
if a man passes his day of grace, 
and when the battle for the soul 
is finally lost, then spiritual 
things, this text tells us, are hid- 
den from the eyes of such soul 
and life. Jesus said: ‘Oh, men of 
Jerusalem, who have let your re- 
ligious opportunity be forfeited 
and lost; now these religious 
truths and matters are hidden 
from your eyes.’ Hidden! No light 
now! 

Have you ever been through 
Mammoth Cave, that wonderful, 
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subterranean cavern yonder in 
Kentucky? If you have been 
through there, the guide has 
shown you fish in those subter- 
ranean waters whose eyes look 
like other eyes in other fish, and 
yet the guide goes on to tell you 
that these fish have been so long 
in the darkness of those under- 
ground waters that they cannot 
see at all. One awful truth stands 
out from the teaching of this text 
and many other teachings of Jesus 
elsewhere in the Bible—that a 
man can put away religious light 
so long, so late, so far, so terribly, 
that at last he may not see at all. 

As men fight the call and coun- 
sels and pleadings of God for their 
souls, they come to the _ place 
where feeling grows less and less 
with every appeal that is made. 
Less and Jess does the heart re- 
spond, if truth is heard and felt 
and granted, and yet set aside 
and put away. It is an awful sen- 
tence, there in the Bible, about 
the conscience being seared as 
with a hot iron, so that at last 
the human soul reaches the place, 
in its conscience, where it is past 
feeling. If the doctor is sum- 
moned to his patient, and the 
family and the patient explain to 
the doctor when he comes that 
the patient has_no feeling in part 
of the body, that part of the body 


(Continued on page 7) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


The Passing of Opportunity 


(Continued from page 6) 
being utterly unresponsive, the 
doctor shakes his head ominously, 
for that sign—no feeling—is the 
precursor of serious trouble. 

I have been many a time with 
the greathearted cattlemen in the 
West—glorious, mighty men! For 
years I have rejoiced to be with 
them in their camp meetings, and 
many of them have I se2n as they 
yielded their lives to Jesus. No 
truer, nobler men have I ever met 
in the world than these. I have 
been out there and have seen 
them, after the meetings and be- 
fore, as they would have the cat- 
tle rounded up for branding, and 
I have seen them put the hot 
branding iron on the cattle, and 
I have heard the cattle moan and 
low and have seen them flinch 
under that hot branding iron. And 
then the cattle are released, when 
the hot iron has burned the brand, 
and you may go back a few weeks 
later, and take that same branded 
place, and pick such branded 
place with knife or pin, and yet 
the beast cares little for it now. 
That branded place is now past 
feeling. Oh, the peril that the hu- 
man soul shall be desensitized, if 
a man hears and knows and feels 
the call of God, but says: “I will 


20% OFF DURIN 


put it all away until some inde- 
finite future.” 

It follows, my fellow men, that 
the most serious thing in this 
world is the resistance of the re- 
ligious light that comes to you, 
The most serious thing in the 
world is the putting away of light 
and feeling when God’s gospel is 
preached, and the soul is sought 
after, and the soul hears and 
trembles and feels, and yet puts 
it all away. That is the most ser- 
ious and presumptuous risk ever 
taken by the human soul. I am 
coming to say a most serious clos- 
ing word, namely: There comes 
a last visit from God for the hu- 
man soul, When is that visit? 
Certainly, no man is wise enough 
to know. But there comes a last 
visit from God, seeking for a ra- 
tional human soul. When is that 
visit? Will it be this vear? Will 
it be this month? Will it be this 
week? 'Will God’s last visit for an 
intelligent, an awakened, respon- 
sive soul to come to Him, be to- 
night? God alone knows, No man 
can tell. But when we consider 
the possibilities of such startling 
fact, then we may well long for 
our every face to be in the dust 
of prayer to God, that no rational 


human soul in this place tonight 
shall be willing to go on, when 
everything is at stake, and put 
God’s call away into some vague, 
indefinite hour of the indetermi- 
nate future! 


Opportunity May Be 
Improved 
Oh, man or woman or child, in 
this vast assemblage _ tonight, 


wrong with God, I summon you, 
if you have any degree of desire 
to be saved, I summon you, act 
on that desire, act on that light, 
and make your. surrender to 
Christ. Mark it! Mark it! The 
great issue confronts you, and 
what is that issue? You, have to 
make a choice between Jesus and 
Satan. One or the other is the 
master of every rational human 
soul, Which shall your choice be? 
You must make a choice between 
two lives—a life on the right side, 
or a life on the wrong side. Which 
should be your choice? You must 
make a choice between’ two 
deaths—the death of peace and 
triumph, because of Jesus, or the 
death of waste and fearful ter- 
ror, because you have put Jesus 
away. Which death would you 
die? You must make a choice be- 
tween one of two positions, when 
you stand at the judgment bar of 
Christ. One of two positions there 
shall be yours. He will have us 


to pass to His right hand, because 
we trusted Him here, or we will 
turn away to His left hand, be- 
cause we let the day of oppor- 
tunity go by unimproved, Which 
shall your choice be? It is a choice 
between one of two worlds after 
this world, Out yonder is the 
world of love and life and peace 
and hope and knowledge and holi- 
ness and ever-increasing blessed- 
ness, the name of which is Heav- 
en; and out yonder is the world 
of sin and waste and failure and 
defeat and remorse, the name of 
which is Hell. We must here, with 
our wits about us, make our 
choice. Oh, soul, since there is so 
much at stake—your soul, your 
life, your all—ought not this most 
important of all matters, this 
Sunday night, to have your wis- 
est choice? 

And, remember, whatever may 
be your difficulties, Jesus is mMas- 
ter of any case. Do you tell me: 
“Sir, my difficulties are terrible, 
beyond human speech?” I do not 
mind that. I am not given pause 
by that. Though your sins be as 
scarlet, if you will surrender to 
Christ, He will save you. Though 
your doubts are Hke the stars for 
number, if you will surrender to 
Christ, He will save you, Though 
your temptations are fiery with 
the hot breath from the pit be- 
low, if you will surrender to 


Christ, He will save you. Though 
you tell me: “Sir, I cannot see 
through it, I cannot understand 
it, I cannot reason it out, yet, 
sir, I want to be saved,” I answer 
you back in a moment, that if 
you will surrender to Christ, say- 
ing: “Lord Jesus, I cannot see 
through it. I am frail, I am weak, 
I am unworthy, I am sinful, lam 
tempted and temptable, yet I will 
wholly give up to Christ, who died 
for sinners,” Christ will take you 
and save you this very hour. 

Yonder, to the great Northwest, 
a young civil engineer went to 
construct a bridge across a moun- 
tain chasm, and after weeks and 
months, with his group of helpers, 
he had almost finished the bridge 
at the close of a certain day. He 
said to his men: “Come back men, 
after supper, and we wil] finish 
it im about an hour, and I will 
pay you a day’s wages for the 
extra hour.” 

“No,” they said, “we have made 
other arrangements.” 

He said, “Come back, and I will 
give you two days’ wages.” 

They said: “No; but why do 
you urge it?” . 

He said: “If a great storm 
should come down tonight on the 
mountains, it would sweep this 
unfinished bridge away. We have 
not quite secured the bridge.” 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Now is the time to stock up on these good Christian books. Get those you've wanted for a long time at these low prices. Obtain 
your choice now while you can make these great savings. Buy gifts and awards for your Sunday school class, friends, pastor or neighbor 
now. Buy your study books for fall and winter Bible classes now. Look ahead — buy Christmas gifts now and save 20%. 
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with all orders on this Order Form 


VEST POCKET COMPANION 


for his ability to do personal soul-winning, 
and in this booklet he sets forth the Scrip- 
tures most likely to reach the indifferent, 
the self-righteous, members of false cults, 


are carefully arranged, fully quoted and in- 
dexed so they can be found quickly. Thous- 
ands of earnest Christans have found this 
invaluable in personal soul winning. 
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Books by Dr. John R. Rice 


ieee Speaking With Tongues $ .28 How Great Soul Winners Were Filled 
mhcreri The Second Coming of Christ With the Holy Spirit $ .12 
Cloth-Bound in Daniel Oe ee Petting and the Scarlet Sin $ .12 
ikicsaia Prayer—Asking and Receiving $1.60 Bible Lessons on the Book _._...Rebellious Wives and Slacker 
ame he He! The Home—Courtship, Marriage of Revelation $ .28 Husbands $ .12 
and Children 1. CORSAGES Tes ate The Angel's Christmas Message = = == =.) mmo Never Alone, Never Forsaken $ .12 
pes Sword Book of Treasures, $2.00 (Envelope Included) a. 2... - 
‘ones Is Jesus God? $1.60 ‘ ...._Ten Revival Choruses $ .12 
ana Twelve Tremendous Themes $1.20 ; 
vous eg Revival Appeals $1.20 Booklets by Dr. John R. Rice Books By Other Authors 
cai The Ruin of a Christian $1.60 15¢ Series _..___The Heavyweight Champion Who Lost 
aaa When Skeletons Come Out of His Title, by William H. Rice $190 
Their Closets : ES REE Spee ONE EACH OF ALL 22 BOOKLETS | ’ | . 
, Rr nent unc, EC Bread From Bellevue Oven, 
cian “And God Remembered” Fic listed below $2.50 by Dr. Robert G. Lee $1.60_ 
gras The Seeyiet Pin , eee -_---Trailed by a Wild Beast $ .12 ____._The Preacher and His Preaching, 
imoainalasaiiliin The Coming Kingdom of Christ $1.20 . _____Religious But Lost $ 12 by Dr. W. B. Riley $1.60 
-----Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives, and Hell—What the Bible Says About It $ .12----.--- | Bob Jones’ Revival Sermons, 
Women sreachers x i. ccnemeoerene aa Sermon From a Catholic Bible $ 12 by Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. $1.60 
—-—-The Soul Winner's Fire 2 00 es ie a aM Old-Time Religion, 
Riek Bis" God’s Cure for Anxious Care ~---1.20 Man Saved $ 12 by Dr. Joe Henry Hankins $1.40 
Reh tox The Power of Pentecost - 40  _____The Last Judgment of the \ stnit to Miawe a avivel-—. 
peers asec oats Unsaved Dead ° $ .12 (Edited by Dr. John R. Rice) $2.40 
dentecnin Neglect—The Shortest Way to Hell --$ .12 _.___The Bible: Its Christ and Modernism, 
Paper-Bound ee eae Healing in Answer to Prayer $ .12 by Dr. T. J. McCrossan $1.20 
i Na Bible Baptism $ .40 __...Can a Saved Person Ever Be Lost? __$ .12 
___...What Is Wrong With the Movies? ---$ 48_..-.... -~-_- Eight Gospel Absurdities $ .12 ____-Hurlbut’s Story of the Bible, 
pars What’s Wrong With the Dance? $ .28 ____..Sunday or Sabbath? 3 1 Deluxe Edition "Gane 
__...Lodges Examined by the Bible $ .40 ___._All Have Sinned CRI ee AEC Wall Plaque No. 100 $1.08 
cgi Jewish Persecution and Bible .__.._Christ’s Literal Reign on Earth $ .12 (Isaiah 41:13) 
Prophecies OS Pei. Verbal Inspiration of the Bible $ .12 
SCRE EP Bible Facts About, Heaven $ .40 ...._The Backslider $ .12 Totel Amount ordered 
aS The Soul Winner’s Fire $ .28 __._.-Correction and Discipline of Children $ .12 
_.~--Seven Secrets of a Happy, Prosperous .____Tobacco: Is Its Use a Sin? 0 ad 
Christian Life aS. GRP er en The Unequal Yoke $ .12 | 


POSITIVELY! No Orders filled at the above prices after August 31, 1950 
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Bird Life in Wington 


By Calvin Reid 
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eir real trouble is bad manners. 


MANNERS : 


Last year when Mr. and Mrs. Bluejay began buildin 
their nest in Oak Grove all the birds in the neighborhood 
were pleased. The Bluejays wore such pretty feathers and 
were so stylish that they made quite a stunning Impression. 
The very first afternoon Mrs. Robin flew by to leave two 


tenderloin worms for supper. 


“T know you have been too busy 
today to think of shopping,” she 
said to Mrs. Bluejay. 

Mrs. Mockingbird made a brief 
call also, bringing several soft lit- 
tle pieces of string. 

“Just the thing,” she said, “to 
use for lining your nest. If this 
is not enough I will bring you 
some more.” 

That evening when Mrs. Blue- 
jay told her husband how kind her 
neighbors had been he said, “You’d 
better watch those two birds. One 
of their husbands is probably an 
insurance salesman or a Fuller 
grass agent. If they ask to borrow 
our insect exterminator, the an- 
swer is ‘No!’” 

“You are probably right,” said 
Mrs. Bluejay. “We must be care- 
ful and not get too friendly with 
the neighbors—at least not until 
we know how they rate in society. 
I wonder if this neighborhood is 
going to be good enough for us.” 

“If not, we can move next year,” 
said Mr. Bluejay. 

“Tt would be much easiér to 
make the other birds move and 
leave Oak Grove to us and our 
children,” she answered. 

“Our children!”. exclaimed Mr. 
Bluejay. : 

“Yes,” replied Mrs. Bluejay. 
“Already there is one egg in our 
nest.” 

Before long theré were two 
more eggs, and soon after that 
three little birds. Considering 
what you know about their par- 
ents you may have already guess- 
ed what kind of birds they turned 
out to be. 

Henry is the youngest of the 
Bluejay children. His way of try- 
ing to prove that he is not a 
coward is to pluck out the feath- 
ers of birds that are smaller than 
he is and to call them ugly names. 
He also thinks it is a sign of bird- 
liness to throw ice snowballs— 
that is, he did think so until last 
week when he broke Helen Flick- 
er’s glasses and was forced to pay 
for them out of his allowance. 
“You might have put her eye 
out,” his school principal reminded 
him. 

It seems Henry had never 
thought of that. One day he was 
riding his bicycle along the side- 
walk. He bumped into some lit- 
tle girl birds who were walking 
in front of him. One of them was 
knocked down, Did he stop to 
apologize? Not Henry Bluejay. He 
turned and shouted, “That will 


teach you to get out of the way 


when you see Me coming,” and 
rode on. 


Penny Bluejay was as ‘cute a 
little bird as you have ever seen 
until she started flopping around 
in blue jeans. A Bluejay in blue 
jeans—that’s a joke, son. Now 
she is almost as coarse and loud 


as her cousin Susie Crow. Their 


favorite pastime is to drop into 
a drug store, slide under a table, 


. order an ice cream soda, drape 


their feet over the edge of the 
booth, and hope that some boy 
bird will come along and be 
foolish enough to pay their bill. 
Penny and Susie cannot under- 


stand why they are not more}: 


popular with the really nice birds 


in Wington. In their desperation 
they have used all kinds of throat 
gargles. It never occurs to them 
that their real trouble is their 
bad manners. 

Robert is the oldest of the three 
Bluejay children, One day he was 
waiting on the corner for the Oak 
Grove plane. Mrs, Thrush was 
waiting for it too, loaded down 
with groceries. Bob pushed in 
right in front of her, flopped 
down into the only remaining 
seat, and buried his face in a 
comic book “Super Bird” leaving 
her to get along as-best she could 
standing in the aisle. Fortunately 
Billy Flicker was on the plane 
too, and proved himself to be a 
bird of a different feather. As soon 
as he saw Mrs. Thrush he leaped 
to his feet and gave her his seat. 
Later he helped her off the plane 
with her bundles. She was so 
grateful that upon arriving at 
home she went straight to the 
telephone, called Mrs. Flicker and 
told her what a grand iittle gen- 
tleman her son was. I am afraid 
Mrs, Bluejay will never get such 
a telephone call. Her children are 
not even courteous to their own 
parents, They usually answer each 
other by saying “Yep*® or “Nope” 
—that is when they are not yell- 
ing something a lot worse, such 


as “You’re crazy,’ “Go jump in 
the lake,’ or “Open the door, 
Richard!” 


This year Oak Grove is a dif- 
ferent place, because the Flickers, 
the Robins, the Mockingbirds and 
all the other birds decided to 
move out. 

“We just cannot afford to al- 
low our children to grow up loud 
and discourteous like the Blue- 
jays,” they said. 


“OBJECTALKS” 


20 bright Bible talks to boys and 
girls illustrated by familiar objects 


“TALKS ON TEXTS” 
20 children’s Sermons. Illuminated 
by fascinating illustrations. 


“PAPER TEARING 
ALKS 


”? 


T 
15 Gospel Talks. Paper is folded 
then torn and the object is unfolded. 
prec mg to old and young. Full 


ons. 
One Pastor writes: ‘‘Your talks are 
the best I have ever used or have 
00. ee $2.00. 
55 talks, a whole year with the 
Children. Over 140,000 in use. 
HADDON SERVICE 
Box 164-7 Fairfield, Conn. 


NEW PORTABLE TYPEWRITERS 

AS iow WS $49.50 
NEW OFFICE TYPEWRITERS 

S616 BS $95.00 
REBUILT TYPEWRITERS | 

Ee SEN $29.50 


Write us for list of SPECIAL PRICES 
to readers of this paper. 


The TYPEWRITER SPECIALISTS 
5541 S. Ashland Ave.—Chicago 36, Ill. 
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WE LOOK FOR YOU 


Four boys from Evansville, Indi- 
ana pushed, pulled and coaxed a 
Model T Ford 550 miles to Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas last August. 
They received such rich blessings 
that they are coming again this 
year and bringing other friends 
to the Sword Conference on Re- 
vival and Soul Winning August 
6-11. Again we plan to fellowship 
together at the beautiful Arkansas 
Baptist Assembly Grounds in 
Siloam Springs. 

Dr. Rice has prayed and worked 
hard to bring some of the very 
finest revival preachers from all 
over America. What a time of 
blessing we expect together! 

Then we will enjoy the tasty 
food served family style in the 
large dining hall, Times of special 


| prayer, Bible study and whole- 


some recreation will round out a 
perfect vacation treat. Send for 
your copy of our illustrated folder. 
Do it today! 

We look for you and your 
friends to join us at. Siloam 
Springs, August 6-11. Come! Take 
home a blessing! 

WALTER E, HANDFORD 
BRR RRR RRR RRR 


At first Mr. and Mrs. Bluejay 
were very pleased. “I am buying 
their property for a song.” said 
Mr. Bluejay to his wife. “I will 
make a killing in real estate.” 

But that’s where he missed his 
guess, because there is not a bird 
family in Wington—not even the 
Crows, who are cousins of the 
Bluejays—who will even consider 
moving in to Oak Grove since the 
Bluejays have taken over. There 
is quite a flock of them now—be- 
tween seventy-five and a4 hun- 
dred. They chatter and argue and 
fight from morn till night to their 
heart’s content, and I am sorry to 
say there is not a gentleman or a 
lady in the whole crowd. 

(From Bird Life in Winaton, by 
Rev. J. Calvin Reid. The twenty- 
third of thirty chapters to appear 
regularly in THE’ SWORD OF THE 
LorD, This book may he had for 
$1.50 from Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 W. Wesley St., 
Wheaton, IIl.) 


The Passing of Opportunity 


(Continued from page 7) 

But they went their way, say- 
ing: “It won’t rain in months.” 

But the clouds were filled with 
rain that very night and emptied 
their floods upon the mountains, 
and the floods came down, resist- 
less in their power, and swept the 
unfinished bridge utterly away. 
Oh, men and women, that is a 
parable and picture of the soul 
that knows and wishes, and yet 
presumes and delays and waits. 

As I was leaving Washington 
City, some time ago, I stood in 
one of the depots there, and saw 
a strange mark on the wall, and 
I asked a _ policeman what it 
meant, and he said at once: “You 
are a stranger?”’ 

es Ra 

“That is the death mark for 
President Garfield, who was stand- 
ing right here when he received 
the bullet from the man who took 
his life, and this singular mark 
is put here on the wall to indi- 
cate the place where he met his 
death.” 

Oh, tonight, I wonder if, stand- 
ing there, or there, or sitting here, 
or somewhere under the sound of 
my voice—I wonder if some soul, 
hearing and feeling and interested, 
says: “Not today; by and by; not 
yet,” and shall go away, and 
this shall be the place and the 
time of the death mark for your 
human spirit. God forbid, and I 
pray it from my deepest heart! 

Does the man and woman say, 
and the child: “I am ready to 
burn the bridges to cast the die, 
to cross the Rubicon. I am ready 
to cut the cables, I am ready to- 
night to register publicly my sur- 
render to Christ?” 

Yonder on the battlefield at 


_— 


Gettysburg, when the awful con- 
flict had passed an army surgeon 
came back, looking for the wound- 
ed and suffering, if haply he might 
help them, and he saw the dead 
on every side. As he rode along 
he saw a poor fellow lying in a 
trench. The surgeon reined up his 
horse, but thought: “I need not 
dismount; this poor fellow is 
gone.””’ And then he saw a smile 
play about the man’s face as he 
lay there in the trench. The sur- 
geon then dismounted and got 
down in the trench beside the dy- 
ing man, and every minute or two, 
he said that smile would play 
about the dying soldier’s face, and 
he would whisper one little word. 
The word was, “Here!” Presently, 
the army surgeon shook the man 
and rallied him back from the 
gates of death for a minute, and 
said: “Comrade, what do you 
mean by saying, ‘Here’?” 

And the dying fellow answered: 
“Oh, Doctor, they are calling the 
roll up in Heaven, and I was just 
answering to my name, ‘Here!’”’ 

Oh, men arid women and chil- 
dren, with my last sentence, I 
beseech you, as this call ‘comes 
tonight from the great Saviour 
to you, answer Him, and say: 
“Lord Jesus, I decide, and receive 
thee as my personal Saviour and 
Master.” 

(From A Quest for Souls by 
George W. Truett. .Published by 
Baptist Standard Publishing Com- 
pany, 1920, Dallas, Texas.) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


Discover how to evaluate 


your curriculum and build 
attendance with proper 


visual aids. Get this val- 


vable book on Sunday 
School 
All-Bible Graded Series 
FREE 


S. ript saree Press 


A NON-PROFIT FOUNDATION 
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